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“If people cannot see what God is 

doing, they stumble all over   

themselves;  But when they attend 

to what he reveals, they are most 

blessed.”  (Proverbs 29:18 The 

Message) (Many of you will       

remember this verse better from 

the King James Version – “Where 

there is no vision, the people    

perish…”).  However you read it, 

it is abundantly clear that without 

God giving us a clear vision for 

where we are to go in our lives or 

in our life together as a             

congregation, we are doomed to 

stumble along.  The blessings 

come when we do what God has 

revealed.  Reading this Scripture 

verse reminded me of another 

reading: 

What is your life about?  Why do   

you exist?  Do you exist simply          

to consume as much as you can       

and get as much pleasure as you      

can while here on this earth, or do       

you have a higher purpose?  Do       

you understand your life                 

purpose – your vision or                  

mission or calling?...  Experience    

and observation tell me that          

many of us have not taken the         

time to think about our life purpose.  

And by default, our society tells         

us that our life purpose is to            

consume…   

(From Enough, by Adam         

Hamilton, page 37.) 

W e  o f t e n  t h i n k  a b o u t 

“consuming” as being something 

that we do with goods or money.  

We think about the consumption 

of food, gas, money for bills, etc.  

However, the entire idea of 

“consuming” is so much deeper 

than just our wallets or our     

pocketbooks.  It goes to our very 

hearts.  Sometimes we think that 

Jesus, God or even the church is 

here to fulfill our needs.  We are 

consumers of what God has to 

give – grace upon grace – and we 

grow in our expectations that 

somehow or another, if our needs 
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are not met, then God has let us down. 

However, all of this is just the opposite of what the writer of Proverbs is telling us.  We are to look for 

God’s vision and purpose for our life and allow that to drive what we do, what we expect, and even what 

we ask for from our Lord.  If we know the vision, we will know what we are to do. 

Of course, for each of us, the vision and mission of our lives may be very different.  Some are called to 

serve in some ways, while others see God leading them down other paths.  However, for us as a          

congregation, our vision and mission is very, very simple: “The mission of the Church is to make          

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  (Paragraph 120, The Book of Discipline) 

Last Fall, our Administrative Council and then our Charge Conference set some fairly clear goals on 

making disciples and being in transformative ministry.  Over the next four years, we see God calling us to 

increase our average worship attendance to 382 people.  Over the next four years, we see God calling us 

to work towards leading 15 persons per year to a new commitment to Christ or to a Profession of Faith.  

Over the next four years, we see God calling us to grow our small group ministries to include 23 small 

groups that meet on a regular basis.  Although we have not tracked the number of “hands on mission and 

ministry events” participated in by our congregation, we are now committed to tracking them and     

watching them grow as well over the next four years.  We have also committed ourselves to seeing God 

working through our congregation by paying 100% of our Apportionments over the next four years. 

I do not know any pastor who would not be excited and thrilled by this vision of how God is calling us to 

live out our mission to make disciples for the transformation of the world.  I know for certain that this    

vision of ministry has me absolutely thrilled to be here and be a part of what God is going to do in the midst of 

Stout Memorial UMC.  This vision is not a “consumers” vision – it is the vision of a people committed  

together to put Christ’s calling first in what they do and have their own needs met as God sees fit to bless 

them along the way.   

We have a vision, my brothers and sisters.  Let us keep this vision and God’s work before us in all that 

we do so that we do not become consumers… so that we do not stumble around… so that we do not    

perish… so that we WILL be blessed! 
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Ash Wednesday Service 

On February 22nd, at 7:00 p.m., the congregation of Stout Memorial will be      

celebrating Ash Wednesday (the traditional beginning of Lent) with a special 

worship service.  This worship time will include a service of “imposition of ashes”.  (Ashes made from last 

year’s Palm Sunday branches are placed on the forehead of celebrants to remind us all and the world 

around us that we are Created by God and are in God’s hands and control at all times.)  We will also be        

celebrating communion at this worship service.   (There will NOT be Bible Study on February 22nd.) 
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 A Special Way to Remember Your Church 

Parkersburg Urban Parish Lenten Lunches 
 

Lenten Lunches will begin Feb. 22nd and run through April 4th.  Lunch begins at Noon.  They 

will be held at Stout Memorial UMC.  Stout Memorial will provide drinks and set up tables and 

decorate.  Parish will provide plates (small and large), cups, napkins, bowls, and utensils.  

Churches will provide the lunch - salads and sandwiches AND people to set up food, serve food 

and clean up afterwards. 
 

The Schedule for Meals and Speakers is: 
 

 
 

Rev. Dina Andrews, from St. Paul’s UMC, will also be providing a Lenten Bible Study from 

10:30 am till 11:45 am in Phelps Chapel at Stout Memorial.  Everyone is welcome to attend   

either event or both of them! 

Date Church(s) providing meal Preacher providing 

message 

February 22 Stephenson/Parkview/Lauckport Damon Rhodes 

February 29 Seventh Street/Logan Memorial Mary Zimmer 

March 7 St. Andrews Kathy Ambler 

March 14 Murphytown/Red Hill and Bethany Chrissy Ruehl 

March 21 First Brent Sturm 

March 28 St. Paul’s Mona Jackson 

April 4 Christ Lisa Taylor 

As many people make plans for the education of their children, buying a home, and even retirement, they 

also make plans that deal with the distribution of their estate.  Wills often time show what was most     

important to the person who was living by making contributions to those causes and groups that have 

made a difference in their life.  Many times, these groups and causes are the church the person          

attended through their life.  The gift that is made through an estate helps to continue the mission and 

ministry of the church.  At Stout Memorial, gifts made through estate planning can be directed to many 

areas including but not limited to, our building fund, major improvements, operating expenses, our       

endowment or any of the ministries of the church – Missions, music, youth, etc.  If you have questions 

about planning your estate that includes a gift to your local church, The United Methodist Foundation of 

West Virginia is available for consultation.  Please contact the church office and we will be happy to put 

you in touch with them. 



Page 4 

SMUMC NEWS 

Holy Week Services 

Stout Memorial UMC will hold special worship services on 

Thursday and Friday of Holy week this year – April 5
th

 and April 

6
th

.  The services will begin at 7:00 pm on each evening.  The 

Thursday service will be a Maundy Thursday service where we 

will remember Jesus’ final meal with his disciples.  Our Friday 

service will be an evening Good Friday service which will       

include a reading of the Passion story from the Gospels. 

GRAPE SALAD 

4 Lbs Seedless grapes (purple or green or both) 

1 Cup Sour Cream 

1 Cup Cream Cheese (softened) 

1/3 Cup Light Brown Sugar 

1 Cup Pecans coarsely chopped 

 

Mix sour cream and cream cheese until blended.  Fold in grapes and place in container.  

Sprinkle with brown sugar and pecans.  Refrigerate.  (Note; I fold in more brown sugar before 

sprinkling on top) 

Below is the recipe for Grape Salad that Susan 

Woods brought to the Christmas Dinner.  She said 

several people asked her for the recipe. 

Thank you for your kindness and all the lovely cards plus encouraging note you sent while 
I was “under the weather.”  It surely helped along with Pastor Scott’s visits!  Sorry to be 

late sending thanks!   Couldn’t go shopping! 

In Christian Love, Jean Phelps 

Thank You 
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Fall is now behind us, and I believe it has been one of the more productive seasons for SMUMM.  

Our Fall meetings were outstanding with speakers as Lisa Taylor speaking for the Give Food/Urban 

Ministries and Terry Crislip from Elite Sports Center. 

 

Paul Bibbee and Monty Craig are scheduling speakers for February and March meetings around 

this year’s theme (Are We Our Brothers Keeper/Why Do We). 

 

In January we had David Poe from the sports center, of the News/Sentinel paper, Ferbruary will be 

our own Loren Mundstock speaking on “Health and Wellness” and March will be Stephen Leavitt, 

who will speak on “Planning Ahead.” 

 

Our Peanut Brittle was outstanding this Fall.  Under the leadership of Earl King and Loren Mundstock 

we produced some record numbers and outstanding quality of peanut brittle.  With the help of our 

Methodist Men, we had great fellowship and fun.  All the money we made will go to the church 

and works for the church.  AMEN. 

 

I want to thank Dave Reed for stepping up and taking the Treasurer’s roll when Charlie (and Patty) 

Halstead went south. 

 

I want to remind all of our Stout United Methodist Men to mark their calendar for February and 

March meetings, we will have interesting programs and super good breakfasts. 

 

 For all we do, may it bring the glory to God and our Savior! 

B. Holliday 

President of Stout Memorial United Methodist Men 

Stout Memorial United Methodist Men 

* * * * * 

 

Christ UM Food Pantry needs: 

Cereal 

Peanut Butter 

Toilet Paper 
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Each one should use whatever gifts he has received to serve others.  I Peter 4:10 
 

A New Beginning  
 

There is a hymn with the opening line, “This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember 

and move on…”  So it is with this part of Stout Memorial’s Building Campaign.  Our          

Gathering God’s Gifts articles transitioned us from a window on the vision our church has set 

as its goal, to how our  congregation is a vibrant part of this plan. 
 

Focus 
 

Over the past 4 years, we have focused on many groups within the church, and the many 

ways in which the Stout Memorial facilities serve as an outreach to our community.  In       

addition, we have   provided updates as financial milestones have been reached.  When 

this phase of our Building Fund began, the debt stood at $954,774.56.  In May, we              

celebrated the halfway point.  As of this writing, the amount owed is $755,823.12.  What a 

great example of how we can accomplish this important goal with continued faithfulness in 

our giving.  Let’s keep up the good work!  
 

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly 

lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.  James 1:17 
 

The people who comprise our congregation are a wonderful gift! 
 

Did You Know?  
 

At least 30 church groups have been featured in the Gathering God’s Gifts articles.  
 

Submitted by Margie and John Esenwine 

and 

Mary Margaret and John Buchwald 

GATHERING GOD’S GIFTS 

Giving to Building Fund  

October 24, 2011 - January 24, 2012 

Paid on Loan to date:  $845,231.87  

Gifts during period:  $29,657.00 

Balance of Loan:  $755,616.80 

@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@$@ 
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TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY 

The Visitation Team is starting a Teddy Bear Ministry in March.   

 

The Teddy Bear Ministry is intended to bring comfort to people of ALL ages suffering 

from physical, mental, or spiritual stress.  These Teddy Bears represent our love and 

caring as a congregation.  The bears sitting among us in Worship on Sunday mornings 

will have a tag around its neck that reads, “This Blessing Bear has been among the 

congregation of Stout Memorial United Methodist Church.  It has heard the Word read 

and taught, prayers prayed, and songs of praise and worship sung.  It has been loved 

and hugged.  Now it comes to you with blessings of worship and love.”  When you 

know of someone who could use some extra comfort please take a 

bear to them.  If you would like it delivered contact the church office 

or Susan Woods (304-295-8413).  Please let us know if you deliver it 

yourself so we can keep a list and not duplicate.    If you would like to 

donate new or gently used bears to this ministry place them in the 

designated container in the gathering space. 

Visitation Team News 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
 TAKE THEM A MEAL 

The Visitation team is working on a process 

that will have two purposes.  The first will be 

to make use of food left over from any church 

function.  The second is to help members of 

our church who could use a meal and more 

importantly, show that we care.  This could 

include home bound folks, a new baby,        

sickness, loss of a loved one or a major life 

transition.  Look for more information from 

the Visitation team and Judy Leep (UMW) in 

the coming months.  Delivering a meal may be 

in your near future! 

Thank You! 

On behalf of the Visitation Team, I would 

like to thank those who helped deliver the 

Christmas baskets.  This is an important 

ministry to our church and shows those 

who are no longer able to worship with us 

on a regular basis that we still think of 

them.  With your help, forty-seven baskets 

were delivered and enjoyed time and time 

again!! 

Thank you for being a blessing, 

Susan Woods, 

Visitation Chairman 



February 

3:   8:30 p.m. - Set up for Souper Bowl of Caring  

4:  Youth ski trip to Wisp.  Time TBD.   

      Check January email or Facebook for details. 

5:   Souper Bowl of Caring 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

12:  12:30 p.m. - Children’s Committee Meeting  

12:  Regular Youth 

19:   2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

     Children’s Activity - Disney Party 

       5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

       Anthony Mossburg music and testimony,  

26:  Regular Youth 

 

CHILDREN  & YOUTH NEWS  
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The Mission team and Youth would like to invite you to our 2nd Annual Souper Bowl of Caring.  

Please join us after the 10:45 service on Sunday, February 5, for a soup 

lunch, and a little friendly competition between the youth and mission team, 

of Bible trivia.  After soup, join us at “Stout Field” where the fun begins! All 

monies collected will be donated to the mission ministry at Stout Memorial. 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*
PENNY WARS 

During the month of March, the youth will be holding penny wars.  There will be 2 containers in the        
Gathering Space during the month to collect your loose/spare change.  Pennys earn each team points, but 
silver coins and dollars count against them.  The Junior Youth will be competing against the Senior Youth 

for bragging rights.  We hope you will join us in our fundraising "War" during the month of March! 

March 

4:    Regular Youth 

11:   12:30 p.m.  

     Children’s Committee Meeting  

16:   8:30 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.  

       Youth Movie Night  

18:   Regular Youth 

25:  2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

     Children’s Activity- Easter Party,  

25:  NO YOUTH 

A fourth grade boy recently wrote a note to his mentor stating, “I 

know that one of the reasons why I see you each week is because I’m 

not good at writing.  I hope I’m not good at writing next year, so I can 

see you each week next year too.”  Although, Alex’s writing has         

improved immensely, he was told that he would be able to continue 

meeting with a KHUSA mentor next year also. 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Happy New Year!  As we celebrate the New Year we rejoice because 

God has allowed us to see another year.  Our goals for 2012 are set 

and firmly rooted in our PURPOSE, which is to know God and                

experience freedom and practice "expanding concepts of mission 

through service and action. 

First, I would like to THANK the Honorary members of our Circles for 

their years of service and all that you have contributed to our UMW.  

May God bless each of you. 

Many thanks to the congregation and friends for supporting our "in 

door yard" sale.  It was a successful day. 

We are planning another "in door yard" sale on March 31.  Again, we 

would appreciate having any of your "old" treasures that you are ready to give away.  

Your items may be placed on the stage in FH any time after March 28.  Thank you. 

The UMW again will host the McFriends breakfast on February 15, 2012 at 9:00 a.m.  in 

the Fellowship Hall.  All men of Stout Memorial are invited and Pastor Scott will give a 

brief message. 

Looking ahead, our UMW's meeting will be at 1:00 p.m. (notice time change) on 

Thursday, February 23, in the Parlor.  April 24, 2012, the Spring meeting (Day Apart) for 

the UMW will be at Lubeck UMC.  Registration is 9:00 a.m. and the program starts at 

9:30 a.m.  The Rev. Diane Kenaston will be the speaker.  Mark your calendars.   

Circle chairmen have the information and registration forms for the Northeastern            

Jurisdiction Quadrennial meeting of UMW in Hershey, PA.  This also includes the                

information if your are taking the bus.  Deadline for registration is May 1, 2012.  Bus            

registration and partial payment must be in by February1. 

We always welcome ladies of the Church to join a circle.  You will not find a better 

place to fellowship with friends and do God's work.  For more information contact me. 

Judy Leep 

President UMW 
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NEWS THROUGHOUT THE CHURCH 

Stout Memorial Preschool enrollment is now open to     

members of Stout Memorial UMC for the 2012 - 2013 

school year.  If you’re interested in registering your child please call Amy Schumacher at               

304-428-2729.  Registration forms are also available online at www.stoutmemorial.org .  Click on 

the  “Preschool” tab and scroll to the bottom of the page.  You can click the “Registration Form” link 

and print a .pdf version of the form.  (You won’t be able to fill it out on-line and 

print it, though.) 

Beginning March 1st, registration will be open to the public.  If you, or anyone you 

know, is interested in registering a child for preschool, please call Amy Schumacher 

or go on-line to print the registration form. 

MARRIAGE SMALL GROUP 

When Marriage Meets Grace:  Love that Lasts is an 8 week book study that will begin on    

Monday evenings, January 9, for married and engaged couples.  Greg and I hope that studies 

like this will make us intentional about keeping our marriages a priority in the scheme of our 

busy lives.  The only fee for this study is for the book itself.  Please watch for bulletin           

announcements and the communication card for sign ups. 

* * * * * * * 

Dear Members of Stout Memorial, 

Thank you so much for your help with the weekend backpack food project.  As you 

know, some of our students don’t have access to much food over the weekend.  Your 

program ensures that these students get enough to eat when they are not at school. 

We really appreciate the way you help take care of our students and our school.  Thank 

you for all that you do for us.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 

On behalf of the students and staff at Madison, thank you again. 

Sincerely,   

Samantha Honey, 5th grade student 

PRESCHOOL 

Thank You 
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Missions 

The Mission Team of Stout Memorial United Methodist Church sends disciples and resources 

to share God’s love, hope and grace to all in need. 
 

THE MISSION TEAM WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE CONGREGATION FOR ALL ITS SUPPORT. 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

 

    2012 Volunteers in Mission Trips 

Ever thought of traveling to any of these locations and helping? 

Hatie Earthquake Recovery (Feb. 27 - March 8, 2012) New York Flood Recovery (June 23 - 30, 2012) 
Guatemala (June 30 - July 14, 2012)                                             Peru (June 1 - 15, 2012) 
Native American (June 16 - 30, 2012)                                          Russia Summer (July 7 - 21, 2012) 
John Wesley (July 13 - 27, 2012)                                           Joplin, Missouri Tornado Recovery (July 21 - 28, 2012) 
Anchorage, Alaska (August 5-19, 2011)                             Pennsylvania Flood Recovery (August 4 - 11, 2012) 
Hungary (September 10 - 24, 2012)                                    Cuba (September 15 - 29, 2012) 
Jamaica (September 5 - 19, 2011)                                        Hungary (September 5 - 19, 2011) 
Burlington Apple Harvest Festival (Oct. 1 - 7, 2012)   Beckley Pumpkin Festival (October 6 & 7, 2012) 
Holy Lands (October 21 - November 9, 2012)                     South Africa (November 3 - 17, 2012) 
Japan Earthquake Relief (Nov. 3 - 17, 2012)          Russian Orphans Christmas Party (12/28/12 - 1/8/13) 
Oak Hill UMC Summer Housing Repairs 
 

If you’re interested, please let one of the pastors know. 

Parkersburg Urban Ministries 

Parkersburg Urban Ministries needs the following from Stout Memorial: 

February 

Funds.  Please mark a special offering envelope specifically for PUM. 

March 

Used books and your prayers. 

As always, any kind of food items (please check date on packages/cans) is welcome.  There is 

a specially marked box across from Pastor Chrissy’s office.  We try to take it to PUM each 

week.  Needs are high right now for all kinds of food items. 
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Backpack Ministry 

Backpack Ministry provide food for hungry children at a local school.  Often on weekends 

there is no food in a living situation and we want to make up the difference.  Through the   

generosity of this congregation, we are able to fulfill this need.  School officials know        

particulars of their students and their families and when the need is there, they call upon us. 

Thanks to the Stout Memorial volunteers who shop, donate food, stock the food cabinet, 

pack the backpacks, wash the backpacks and deliver the backpacks to the school. 

The following is needed:  packets of dry milk, packets of cocoa, cans with pop top lids for 

fruit, vegetables, meat products, pasta items, soups (especially chicken noodle), small jars 

of peanut butter, granola bars, and 100% juice packets. 

Please pray for this ministry and for the children and their families. 

Medical Missionary Trip 

Andrea Waters Slavin, daughter of Dave 

and Donna Waters, is going on a medical 

missionary trip this Spring to Nicaragua.  

The Seekers Sunday School Class and the 

Mission Team are combining efforts to    

support her in her efforts. 

We will be having a DELICIOUS spaghetti 

and salad lunch along with a dessert auction 

on March 4th following the late service.  

Donations will be accepted and proceeds 

will go to Andrea 

for her trip. 

Mark your calendar 

now!! 

Local Work Projects 

When SPRING arrives there will be jobs 

to do around your house.  If you or one of 

our older members are unable to do these 

kinds of jobs, please contact us.  We have 

a team at Stout Memorial who will try to 

help.  We don’t know about these needs 

unless you let us know.  Please 

call Barbara Smith                   

(304-295-8397), the church    

office or one of our ministers. 

There is no charge for any work 

done at your home.  Sometimes 

individuals want to make a      

donation.  All donations can be 

marked for Missions.  Thanks. 

Missions, Continued 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
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Adult Sunday School Classes 

Just a reminder about your individual mission    

projects for area projects!  Thanks for your         

support!! 

Old Man Rivers 

Old Man Rivers needs volunteers to prep 

food, ride the truck and clean up.  Stout 

Memorial has these responsibilities     

every third weekend each month.  Please 

pray about this and if you are so called 

to served in this very important         

ministry, please call Sandy Goodman at 

304-428-7593, one of our pastors or the 

church office. 

Our Missions Team would like to continue our financial support of 

Parkersburg Urban Ministries, FaithLink, Old Man Rivers, Red Bird Mission 

in KY, HIV/AIDS project of UMC and others.  Please consider making a 

special donation through our Missions Team to any of these organizations.  

Just mark on your check and envelope where you’d like it to go.   

Thank You! 

Essentially Yours 

Essentially Yours helps needy people successfully transition form homeless into a new 

tenancy.  As you are doing your spring cleaning, if you find you have dishes, cutlery, 

glasses, cooking utensils, baking dishes, small appliances, bed linens, towels, or 

household cleaning products which you would like to get rid of, remember             

Essentially Yours! 

They are located in the Salvation Army Office Building at 534 Fifth Street.  Hours are 

Tuesday and Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. to noon and 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Missions, Continued 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
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PINEWOOD DERBY excitement has captured the attention of 

Stout Memorial’s Cub Scouts, their  parents and the leaders in 

each of the five dens in Cub Pack 12.  For several weeks, they 

have been preparing to enter their race car in the ‘BIG RACE’, the 

Allohak Council Pinewood Derby at the Grand Central Mall,       

Saturday, February 4th; working with the help of parents and leaders studying race rules, scoping 

out designs, cutting and shaping a block of wood, polishing axle pins and wheels from the kit that 

they acquired at the Scout Service center and assembling it with a speed maximizing lubricant. 

In the Council races, our Cubs will be competing with over four hundred Cub Scouts for the       

coveted recognition and trophy.  This is all in addition to their weekly work toward Cub Scout 

achievements for advancement and earning their belt loop award recognition. 

Pack 12 has received the national BSA “JOURNEY TO EXCELLENCE” - ‘Gold’ recognition; 

achieving the highest criteria levels of quality in program accomplishment for the Scouting year 

2011.  The award authorizes the Cub Scouts and leaders to wear a special ‘Gold’ patch on their 

uniform sleeve. 

Forty-five Cub Scouts, seventeen adult leaders and Committee Members, along with fourteen 

Tiger Cub Adult Partners, were registered for the new 2012 Scouting year. 

Pastor Scott Sears has scheduled the God & country classes for February 19 & 26, March 11, 18 

& 25 and April 1 & 25.  We’ll meet from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship hall.  These classes are 

prepared for our Cub Scouts, but are open to all boys and girls in 4th & 5th grades. 

Cubmaster Jon Campbell and Assistant Cubmaster Brent Peters are helping the Webelos - I 

Cubs, currently working to achieve their ’Citizenship’ awards.  Den Leader Candy Summers is  

preparing the Webelos - II Cubs to receive their “Arrow - Of - Light” to “Cross Over” into a Boy 

Scout Troop at the Blue and Gold event.  The annual Blue and Gold dinner is being planned for 

March 23rd.  District and Council leaders and school representatives will be among the special 

guests. 

The boys and parents greatly appreciated the financial support that is given them through          

purchases from their Scouting product sales.  Popcorn sales were great in October.  February 

product sales will support and carry them through the months of summer activities and outings. 

We hope that many members of our congregation will come to the Mall and cheer on our          

Pinewood Derby racers.  It is as exciting for spectators as it is for the Cub Scouts and parents. 

Cub Scout Pack 12 
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Scouts and ALL Children 

 

 

 

The God and Family curriculum is designed to help youth understand the importance 

of family and God’s role in a healthy family.  The God and Family Program provides 

an opportunity for young people and their families to explore their faith together. 

Children will read about different families in the Bible, which can teach them about 

God’s plan for strengthening families. To remember these lessons, children will      

compare families and “pizza.”  The six steps for making pizza will give students a    

concrete, “hands-on” model on which to build their understanding of God’s love for 

their families. They will make a pizza as they study how families can grow together in 

God’s love, and they will choose “family projects” to be done with their family at home.  

This program, which is sponsored by our Scouting Program and taught by our 

Pastor, is open to all girls and boys in grades 4 and 5 – even if they do not     

belong to a Girl Scout, Boy Scout or Camp Fire group. 

Parents are encouraged to enroll in the God and Family Adult Mentor Program.  In 

this program, the parent is an active learning participant alongside the child.  The 

parent would have lessons and projects to complete in the Mentor Workbook just like 

the child, and then both parent and child would work on the student curriculum       

together.  The mentor program is designed to provide the adult with additional        

opportunities to model his or her Christian faith and to help a young child talk about 

his or her belief in God.  This program helps us live out our ministries to      

Families at Stout Memorial and helps to give parents tools they need to be 

Spiritual Leaders in their family. 

We will be meeting from 5:00 to 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall on the following dates: 

February 19th and 26th, March 11th, 18th and 25, and April 1st and 15th.  If you are      

interested in being a part of this program, please call the church office and let us 

know!! 

GOD AND FAMILY 
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Dear Members of Stout Memorial, 

On behalf of the students, staff and families of Madison elementary, I want to 
thank you for your incredible outpouring of God’s love on our students in need.  
You have been a faithful partner with our school over the years and continue to 
expand your involvement as needs arise.  The “Kid’s Hope” program is one of the 
most life-changing opportunities for students that I’ve ever seen.  Your church 
members faithfully come to our school every week, providing support, care,      
patience, listening ears and hands of love to students in need of 
hope.  Often, these mentors may be the only stable and caring 
person (outside of the classroom teacher) in the child’s life. 

   

In addition, you are providing food for the weekends for several 
of our children who don’t have enough to eat at home.  You 
are making sacrifices in your own homes so that you can        
provide Christmas gifts of clothing to several of our 

families.  You have provided deodorant, underwear & gloves for      
students who need those items. 

You continuously reach out to those who are “the least of my      
brethren” and you exemplify the passage “For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.”  My prayer is that God will bless you as you have 
blessed us.  Thank you again for all you do. 

Sincerely, 

Esther Lauderman, Principal 

Madison Elementary School 
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RECALL NOTICE:  The Maker of all human beings (GOD) is recalling all 

units manufactured, regardless of make or year, due to a serious defect 

in the primary and central component of the heart.  This is due to a     

malfunction in the original prototype units code named Adam and Eve, 

resulting in the reproduction of the same defect in all subsequent units.  

This defect has been identified as "Sub sequential Internal Non-morality," 

more commonly known as S.I.N., as it is primarily expressed.  Some of the 

symptoms include:     

Loss of direction, Foul vocal emissions, Amnesia of origin, Lack of peace and joy, Selfish or 

violent behavior, Depression or confusion, Fearfulness, Idolatry, Rebellion. 

The Manufacturer, who is neither liable nor at fault for this defect, is providing                       

factory-authorized repair and service free of charge to correct this defect.  The Repair      

Technician, JESUS, has most generously offered to bear the entire burden of the staggering 

cost of these repairs.  There is no additional fee required.  The number to call for repair in all 

areas is:  P-R-A-Y-E-R.  Once connected, please upload your burden of SIN through the        

REPENTANCE procedure.  Next, download ATONEMENT from the Repair Technician, Jesus, into 

the heart component.  No matter how big or small the SIN defect is, Jesus will replace it with:     

Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self control. 

Please see the operating manual, the B.I.B.L.E. (BEST Instructions Before Leaving Earth) for      

further details on the use of these fixes.  

WARNING:  Continuing to operate the human being unit without correction voids any        

manufacturer warranties, exposing the unit to dangers and problems too numerous to list, 

and will result in the human unit being permanently impounded.  For free emergency service, 

call on Jesus. 

DANGER:  The human being units not responding to this recall action will have to be 

scrapped in the furnace.  The SIN defect will not be permitted to enter Heaven so as to      

prevent contamination of that facility.  

Thank you for your attention!  GOD    

 

P.S.  Please assist where possible by notifying others of this important recall notice, and you 

may contact the Father any time by 'Knee mail'!  

Because HE Lives! 
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I want to thank everyone for the many          
beautiful cards, candy, etc. for Christmas.  I loved 
the cute basket and words can’t express what I 

want to say for your caring thoughts and          

remembrances.   

Also, thanks for the beautiful church flowers.  I 
keep you all in my prayers and enjoyed the      

carolers and visits. 

Fanell Brown 

Thank You 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for the box of munchies!  

I     really enjoyed every bite of it.  : ) 

Amber Fouty 

A big thank you to all who helped to have such 

a nice Thanksgiving  dinner!  It was well         

attended.  The food very good.  Thanks to 

Shirley Digman for her table decorations.  They 

are always very pretty. 

Betty Rollins 

Dear Members of Stout Memorial, 

Thank you for the college care packages I have received.  

They are always a joy to get in the mail, especially when 

I seem to be running out of snacks.  My friends also 

thank you because they enjoy the goodies with me.  

Thank you so much! 

Merry Christmas!  Robin Samuels 

Members of Stout Memorial, 

Thanks so much for the basket of 

Christmas cards & goodies.  I miss 

my church family & think of you    

often.  I do go to church services here 

at the Willows.  Thanks again for 

your thoughtfulness. 

Helen Daugherty 

I want to thank all the people who sent me a 

Christmas card in the nice Christmas basket.     

I appreciated the cards, the candy canes          

& the Hershey’s kisses.  Thanks again to         

all who sent me a card. 

Betty Rollins 

Members of Stout Memorial United              

Methodist Church, 

Thank you so much for your overwhelming    

support of my Mission of Peace trip to            

Nicaragua!  The love you have shown me has 

been incredible!  I am looking forward to this 

amazing experience and them coming back to 

share with you all I learned! 

Thanks and Blessings to you all, 

Erin E. Sears 



Page 19 

VOLUME 54 ,  ISSUE 1  

Rev. Scott Sears & Fellow Parishioners, 

May I say thank you for all of the cards, 

visitors and prayers you have bestowed  

upon me over the last 6 weeks since my 

fall.  I am eternally grateful to my         

wonderful church family. 

Appreciatively, Margaret Fuller 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you fall for the beautiful baskets filled with 

lovely cards and candy.  We loved them all.  Also 

thanks to John & Mary Margaret Buchwald for 

delivering them.  God bless you all. 

Velda Tice & Freda Little 
Dear Stout Memorial Friends, 

I want to thank you for remembering me with 

your caring thoughts and really nice        

Christmas card basket.  Also to Susan, Chrissy 

and John for their visit and carols they sang. 

Sincerely, Eugene Hupp 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for the beautiful basket of Christmas 

greeting cards, on December 18th.  They have 

been read and re-read and much enjoyed.  Special 

thanks to Neal & Barbara Swisher and Dick & Ruth 

Johnson for delivering them. 

Blessings, Nell Selvey 

To My Church Family, 

Thank you very much for your prayers and cards 

of sympathy for the recent death of my father.  It 

is comforting to know others  are keeping my 

family in prayers during this very difficult time.  

God bless each and everyone of you. 

Michele Beaty and Family 

Dear Folks,  
I hardly know where to begin to thank you for all your support 
during Walter’s illness & death.  For all the prayers, cards, 
calls, food, etc.  The ministers for their support, visits & all 
they did to console us.  Especially the United Methodist 

Women for their delicious dinner.  The family was impressed.  
Thanks again, 

Elda Mae & Family 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you all, especially Hope Circle, for all 

the cards that you sent me through the year.  

They were appreciated very much. 

Sincerely, Rebecca Harriman 

Dear Folks, Thank you for all the prayers, kindness &    flowers.  Also, thank you for the  lovely 

dinner.  All were impressed!  Walter Ross Family 

* * * * * * 
* * * * * * 



 

A few special events are listed below.  You can find more  

information about each one throughout the newsletter. 

 

February 5, after the 10:45 service - Souper 

Bowl of Caring in the FLC  

 

February 22, 7:00 p.m. ð Ash Wednesday                      
Service at Stout Memorial  

 

$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÏÆ -ÁÒÃÈȟ ÔÈÅ 9ÏÕÔÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÏÌÄÉÎÇ Ȱ0ÅÎÎÙ 7ÁÒÓȱ 
ÁÓ Á ÆÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÇÒÏÕÐȢ 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
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3329 Broad Street 
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