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òBlessed be the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the one having 

blessed us with every    

spiritual blessing in the       

heavenlies in Christ éò 

Ephesians 1:3  

We are entering that time 

of year when our hearts 

and minds start thinking 

of Thanksgiving and all 

that we have for which we 

can praise God.  We also 

know that Advent and 

Christmas are just around 

the corner from that      

holiday and our hearts will 

want to praise God for the 

very hope that these       

celebrations bring to us.  

O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e s e              

celebrations wil l  be        

followed by the coming of a 

New Year and most of us 

will give praise to God for 

the promise that 2012 will 

bring to us.  

I have recently been     

reading the book The Un-

n e c c e s s a r y  P a s t o r :          

Rediscovering the Call , by 

Marva J. Dawn and       

Eugene Peterson. In this 

book, I have been          

challenged to think about 

the very reasons why we 

would even praise or as 

Paul writes in   Ephesians, 

we would òblessó God. 

The writers say, òGod    

certainly doesnõt need our 

blessing.  Our praises      

absolutely wonõt change 

God.ó  And that really 

struck me as I thought 

about this time of year 

where we are getting ready 

to spend so much time 

blessing or praising God.  

Why do we really do this?  

Some might think it is 

something that God needs 

ð but the truth is far from 

that.  God does not need 

us to make God great. 

Some might think it is    
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exactly like Paul puts it ð we bless God because God is the one who has blessed us 

with everything.  Then the question becomes one of whether or not we can become 

selfless enough to praise God no matter what we receive before or after praising 

God? 

I think the answer most of the time is òNo,ó mainly because our sinful selves      

almost always get in the way and we canõt help but think of the blessings we have 

received or not received.  We are just that self -centered and until God changes us 

completely it will be hard at best and impossible most of the time for us to praise 

God selflessly.  

Even though we canõt praise God or bless God selflessly, that doesnõt mean that we 

shouldnõt praise God. It is one of the greatest spiritual disciplines that we can   

practice and it will certainly change our entire outlook on our lives, our             

community and the entire world. Not very long ago I was personally challenged to 

learn òto say ôHallelujahõ even when I didnõt feel like it.ó  It was not an easy thing 

to do, but it did change me and my outlook!  

As we go through these great holidays and Holy Days, my prayer for all of us is 

that we would be changed by praising God no matter what is going on around us. 

We can trust that God will bless us ð that is the very nature of God. Can God trust 

that we will bless him, no matter what? I know that if we practice this, it will   

completely change our world ð at Thanksgiving, Christmas or any time of the year!  

Peace,  Pastor Scott  
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Dear Church Family:  

Well, I am about to survive my first semester at West Virginia Wesleyan College! I 

want to personally thank each and every member of the church for making       

attending West Virginia Wesleyan possible.  
 

You have raised me in this church providing guidance and support through good 

times and bad times.  
 

Without you, I would not be where I am today.  I would like to especially thank 

Joe, Jane, and Jane E. Kincheloe for their support and encouragement.  It is an 

honor to be the recipient of the Stout Memorial United Methodist Church      

Scholarship.  Thank you again for all that you do for the youth at Stout Memorial 

United Methodist Church.  
 

God Bless,  

Devin Davis, Biology/Pre -Med Major  

West Virginia Wesleyan College  
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The UMW will be preparing food baskets 

for Thanksgiving and Christmas for two 

"special" families. 

L adies, if you are NOT a member of the 

UMW, consider joining one of our four   

circles.  We would love to have you!  Our 

Purpose:  The organized unit of United 

Methodist Women shall be a community of 

women whose  PURPOSE is to know God 

and to experience freedom as whole        

persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a   

creative, supportive fellowship; and to      

expand concepts of mission through        

participation in the global ministries of the 

Church. 

COME TO THE PARTY 

You are invited to participate in the quadrennial celebration 

of United Methodist Women in the Northeast Jurisdiction.  

What:     NEJ Quadrennial Meeting 

Where:   Hershey Lodge, Hershey, PA 

When:    June 14-16, 2012  

Theme:  Come to the Party 

"When the banquet was ready, he sent a servant to tell the 

guests, "Everything is ready!  Please come." 

- Luke 14: 17 

More information later on bus fees and rooms. 

For more information about the UMW, contact Judy Leep, President,                       

United Methodist Women. 

The Christmas stockings for the Salvation 

Army have been given to the circles and 

adult Sunday School classes to be filled.  If 

you would like to fill a stocking for a needy 

child, let Judy know.  The stockings need to 

be returned to The Salvation Army by      

December 16, 2011.  The sooner they are 

returned the better.  There will be a box in 

the Parlor to place the stockings in for       

delivery to The Salvation Army. 

The UMW will have a brief meeting following 

the 10:45a.m. service on November 20, to vote 

on the slate of officers.  This is important.     

Please attend!  

The end of the year is near and we need to have our "Mission Jars" filled.  These funds are used to 

support thirteen local and state projects.  (Burlington UM Family Services, Christ UMC Food Pantry, 

Family Crisis Center, Gustke Youth Shelter, etc.)   

Reminder:  Pledges are due to Susan Buttermore by November 20 . 

Mark November 5, on your calendar.  
The UMW will have an "Indoor Yard 
Saleÿ in the Family Life Center from 
9:00-3:00 p.m.  You may have some 

"junk" that may be someone's 
"treasure"!   We would be happy to 
have your items for our sale.  They 
may be brought to the Church after  

November 1, and placed on the stage 
in the Fellowship Hall.  If you need  
articles picked up, call Judy Leep,    
304-295-7167.  Come, browse and   

enjoy some refreshments.  (Those who 
are helping to price and set-up should 
be in the Fellowship Hall, November 4, 

at 12:00 p.m.) 
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES  

Christmas Eve Worship Services - December 24th 

We will be gathering for worship on Christmas Eve at 7:30 p.m. for our òChildrenõs 

Christmas Eveó service and at 11:00 p.m. for our òCandlelight Christmas Eveó ser-

vice.  Both of these worship services are excellent opportunities to invite family and 

friends to come and join in the celebration of the birth of Jesus.  Our earlier service 

will feature a presentation by our children as well as a sermon for children. 

The 11:00 p.m. service will include special music from our Chancel Choir and candle  

lighting to help us celebrate the presence of the òLight of the World ð Jesus Christó. 
 

Christmas Sunday Schedule - December 25th 

Our schedule for Sunday morning on Christmas Day will include Sunday School at 

9:30 a.m. and Worship at 10:45 a.m.   
 

** Please note that we will not be gathering for worship at 8:15 a.m.. ** 

Focus of the Month for  

*  *  *  *  *  

December 

For the month of December, please lift 

up PUM in your prayers or call for   

special needs. 

November 

Canned or dry (small bag) beans (pork 

&beans, kidney, pinto), canned vegetables 

(green beans, peas, corn, carrots, mixed     

vegetables). 

January 

Pasta, 1 lb. bags & pasta sauce, canned spaghetti products (ravioli, beef-a-roni, etc.) 
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With summer behind us we are looking forward to a great fall and winter for our meetings and     

projects.  We are excited with our schedule for the remaining year.  Our schedule for the coming 

months is as follows: 

 

2011 

 

 November 5   Making Peanut Brittle 

 November 12  Breakfast Meeting.  This monthõs speakers will be a political panel. 

 November 19  Making Peanut Brittle 

 November 26  Making Peanut Brittle  - Putting up the Nativity Scene (need help). 

 December 3   Making Peanut Brittle 

 December 10  Breakfast, Meeting, Elections 

 

2012 

 

 January 14  Breakfast, Meeting.  Our speaker will be speaking on football and the 

    wrap-up of last season. 

 February 11  Breakfast, Meeting.  Our speaker will be on Health and Wellness. 

 February 11  We will have our Valentine Dinner and an evening of entertainment.  

 

We are looking to grow our ranks.  What do you have to do to join us?  Only show up at our        

gatherings.  If you are a member of Stout Memorial United Methodist Church, you are a Methodist 

Man.  I can promise you that we will not over -work you or take advantage of you and your time.  

But when you can help us on our project you will be with a great group of men, and you will have a 

good time because you are expanding Godõs kingdom and the word of Jesus the Christ by your 

works. 

 

 For all we do may it bring the glory to God and our Savior  

B. Holliday 

President of Stout Memorial United Methodist Men 

 

  

Stout Memorial United Methodist Men 
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Each one should use whatever gifts he has received to serve others. I Peter 4:10 
 

A New Beginning 
 

Have you ever tried to envision Godõs garden?  Would it be full of the smiling faces of children looking 

toward Heaven, much like sunflowers?  Would it be acre after acre filled with the most beautiful blooms 

anyone could imagine, complete with butterflies and birds flashing like jewels in the sunlight?  Our minds 

can conjure up elaborate pictures, but Godõs garden might just be flowers we can all cultivate without 

ever touching the soil. 

 

Focus 
 

This is the time of year when we turn our attention to harvest and holidays rather than gardens.  As any 

serious gardener can tell you though, it is the time to get things cleaned up and ready for next yearõs 

planning and planting.  We at Stout Memorial have the opportunity to share the gift of blossoms in 

many different ways.  Now is the time to think about when we want to do so.  The church flower      

calendar is available for us to sign up to provide flowers on Sundays that will grace the altar or the       

narthex.  These can be placed in honor or in memory of family and friends, or as a celebration of a    

special day or event.  Not only does this enhance our worship areas, but it spreads happiness in other 

ways as well.  Flowers not taken by the donors are delivered to members who are ill or unable to attend 

services.  The Altar Flower Ministry is responsible for delivering these bouquets, and its members can tell 

story after story about how much these flowers brighten the day of those who receive them. In fact, the 

person making the delivery is often the one who feels blessed to have witnessed the joy this sharing 

brings! 

 

The Altar Flower Ministry is always in need of volunteers. Consider becoming part of this group. Please 

also take a minute to stop by the Gathering Space and sign up to place flowers in the sanctuary or      

narthex. You will have praised God by offering the flowers to His glory, you will have made us all aware 

of someone or something special that we can celebrate with you, or perhaps you will have shared     

loving memories with us. Godõs garden is most likely to contain large armfuls of loving and caring people 

who bloom best by reaching out to others!  

GATHERING GODõS GIFTS 



Giving to Building Fund  

August 25, 2011 - October 23, 2011 

Paid on Loan to date:  $832,225.65  

Gifts during period:  $14,801.00 

Balance of Loan:  $763,098.91 
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é So little do we realize 

 

that the glory and the power 

 

Of He who made the universe 

 

lies hidden in a flower. 

 

--Helen Steiner Rice 
 

 

Did You Know? 
 

The flower known as Star of Bethlehem is symbolic of Christõs birth.  It represents purity, 

atonement and reconciliation. 
 

Submitted by Margie and John Esenwine 
 

and 
 

Mary Margaret and John Buchwald 

GATHERING GODõS GIFTS, Cont. 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*  



November  

6 Childrenõs Christmas Eve practice-during childrenõs church* 

6 Regular Youth  

11  Lock -in (10:00PM -7:00AM)  

13  Christmas Eve Practice*  

13  Beauty and the Beast at South - time TBA  

 (officers will meet after this performance)  

20  Christmas Eve Practice*  

20  Regular Youth  

27  Christmas Eve Practice*  

27  No Youth - Happy Thanksgiving!  

 

 

December 

  4 Christmas Eve Practice* 

  4 Regular Youth (officers will meet after meeting) 

 11 Christmas Eve Practice* 

11 Church wide Christmas Party/Caroling/Childrenõs Activity-2:00  

18 Christmas Eve Practice - after 10:45 service in the sanctuary 

18 Youth Christmas Party - Invitations will be mailed with details  

25  No Youth - MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 

 

January  

1 No Youth - HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

8 Regular Youth (officers will meet following the meeting)  

13 District Lock -in - details to follow  

15 Regular Youth  

22  Family Activity - Ice Skating in Charleston, $5/each - time TBA 

29 Regular Youth  

CHILDREN  &  YOUTH NEWS 
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We are in need of parent volunteers for our lock -in on November 11.  Our lock -ins have 

grown in number the past couple of years, which is a GREAT problem to have, but to keep 

things running as they should we need more volunteers.  There are 2 shifts (of course, if 

you want to spend the WHOLE night with us we wouldnõt mind!).  First shift is from 

10:00PM -2:30AM and the second shift is from 2:30AM -7:00AM.  Please let me know if 

you can help.  We will need approximately 10 adults for each shift.  

Youth Lock In  

Kids Hope is in full swing, and I think overall we made it in to the school in record time 
this year!  The mentors were given the opportunity to meet with the teachers at a back to 
school luncheon, that I think was well received by both teachers and mentors.  We have 3 
new mentors this year, but could still use more.  I just continue to 
thank God and this congregation for the blessing that this ministry is 
to Madison school, our community and this church.  Halloween treat 
bags were delivered to students in the program on October 28 th , and 
we will hold our annual Christmas party for the kids on Friday,     
December 16 at 3:00.  

KIDS HOPE USA  

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*  

CHILDREN  &   
YOUTH NEWS, CONT. 

MARRIAGE SMALL GROUP 

When Marriage Meets Grace:  Love that Lasts, is an 8 week book study that will begin on    
Monday evenings, January 9, for married and engaged couples.  Greg and I hope that studies 

like this will make us intentional about keeping our marriages a priority in the scheme of our 
busy lives.  The only fee for this study is for the book itself.  Please watch for bulletin             

announcements and the communication card for sign ups.  


